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Submission in response to the mapping exercise locating stakeholder significant environmental and economic sites in Moreton Bay Marine Park.

The maintenance and future development of any aquaculture /mariculture industry in Moreton Bay Marine Park relies on healthy waterways. Successful aquaculture requires a marine environment characterised by an ecosystem in balance. Such an environment has the strength and resilience to sustain water quality parameters and ensure the growth and management of healthy stock within that ecosystem. 

The proposed mapping exercise will identify specific areas that are currently of particular interest and will obviously highlight any existing licensed aquaculture areas. However this approach is flawed as it will:

· surely reflect vested interests;

· be bound by historical regulatory instruments which may date back to licences granted in the late 1800’s, and which do not necessarily reflect the extensive changes to the region since then;

· identify areas of latent effort (undeveloped or underdeveloped aquaculture leases), which may be latent as they are not now economically or environmentally viable;

· limit any vision of future innovation of traditional industries and production methods, thereby preventing viable, sustainable  production in previously inaccessible areas; and

· have no capacity to capture  significant sites for smart, innovative, sustainable developments in new technologies and production methods flowing from current and future research science.

Such a mapping exercise is likely to be restrictive and of little value in a review of a zoning plan which is aimed at:

· evaluating, capturing knowledge and benefiting from the past; and

· providing for the future with an effective and flexible regulatory instrument. 

The regulatory instrument must acknowledge the multiple values that the Moreton Bay Marine Park holds for the increasing population of SE Qld. 

The whole Marine Park is a biogeographical region, containing many interrelated ecosystems, all impacting on each other. It is, in effect, the fundamental unit of economic and environmental significance to the aquaculture industry.

Aquaculture is currently a permitted activity in the general use, conservation and habitat zones of the Moreton Bay Marine Park. Appropriate management of an activity then becomes the important issue rather than specific sites. A well-managed, commercially viable, appropriately monitored aquaculture venture should be able to exist in any of these zones.

The aquaculture sector will continue to work to refine production methods, to implement current science in management techniques, and to develop its reputation for providing smart, sustainable options into the future. The industry wants and needs to do this in proactive conversation and partnership with a regulatory body which is capable, in a timely fashion, of:

· transparently assessing a proposal on its merits and the supporting science;

· conducting appropriate monitoring; and 

· facilitating sustainability as it implements its custodial role of conservation.

The current review must be utilised to achieve such regulation and end the days of regulatory bodies and processes that restrict, delay or prevaricate by employing the ‘precautionary principle’, thereby preventing the development of aquaculture in the sustainable way that the industry itself so desperately wants.
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